THE HONOURABLE 
THE KNIGHTS CITIZENS, AND 
BVRGESSES OF THE HOVSE OF 


(Commons now aſſembled m ParLiamMeNT. 


| The humble Petition ofthe Company of Brewers of the Citie of London. 


|. Sheweth , | | 
a Hat your PETITIONERS are an ancient Corporatzon of great ule inthe 
if (itie of LonÞboxn for Service both for See a14 Land, and doe imploy in their 
Calling many thouſands of poore Families in and about the ſaid Cre, who yet have 
beene for about 3o. yeares paſt mightily oppreſſed with many grievous Payments, 
purveyances and impofitionsto his CMajeſtie contrary ro Law ; and the like wher- 
of no (orporation nor calling whatſoever hath ſuff.red. All which have beene infor- 
ced from the abuſed ſenſe or ill purſuance of a Statute 23. Hem. 8. which as it directs 
the Juſtices of Peaceat their quarterly Seions to order ar their diſcretions the pri- 
zes of Beere aud eAle; ſo it limits the Brewer not to exceed the ſaid rate under the 
penaltie of fixe ſhilling for every Barrell. 
| Tha: your Petitioners humbly conceive the intent of che ſaid Statute was, 
that the prizes of Beereand ele ſhould be regulated by the ſaid Juſtices and varied 
= according to the prizes of Mazlt Hopps, and Fue#l ſutable ro that ancient and unre- 
pealed Statute of 5 1» Her, 3, and which wee fi1d was accordingly prad ized by the ſaid Juſtices till about 30. yeares 
| pal at which time an impoſition of foure pence for every quarter of Afaxlt to the Kings fajeftie was projecd by 
Home evill Membcrs , and accordingly cxated with all rigour and ſeveritie tothe undoing of divers Brewers, their 
Wives and Children. 
+ That the Juſtices of peace in London and the neere adjacent parts have not for abott 30. years paſt taken any con- 
Fideration ar all of the prizes of 2awle, Hopps, and Coles being of late yeares much dearcr then in former times, nor of 
[the great increaſe of charges by ſervants wages houſe-rent, and caske neceſſarily uſed by the ſaid Brewers, but (as your | 
Petitioners humbly conceive) to countenance and continue the ſaid impoſition, have refuſed roſer ſuch a rateas at 
which the Beere and Ale might be ſerviceable and your Petitioners have any ſubſiſtence in their Callings. 
| That upcn complaint in the Parliament, Ame tertio Reg. Carol. the faid impoſition w-s voted illegall and ſo ſup- Þ 
preſſed, bur the ſaid Parliament was no fooncr diflolved bur your Petitioners were ſized by information on the ſame 
[Statute of 23+ Hen, 8. for very great ſummes of money, and had alſo their Beere taken by purveyance in great quanti- 
[Bes and no money paid for the ſame, but after tedious and chargeable attendance, and for refuſall were ſome of them 
along time impriſoned; by which ther: unreſiſtable violence your Petitioners were drawne ime anew compoſition 
Hor almoſt 3000. /.per au»um towards the charge of furniſhing his Aaje/ties Houſes with Beereand Hle, which con- 
'tinved ill che beginning of this preſent Par/iawert , at which time your Petitioners not doubting bur to have reliefe 
wot nſt ſo inſupportable a grievance did refuſe to pay it any longer, and did for remedy bring ina Bll long ſince into 
this Honourable Howſe. | 
3 That in Trav:tic Terme laſt paſt ſeverall new informations were brought by one Lionel Farington inthe Courts of 
Sx80equer and Common Plcas againſt your Petitioners upon the ſaid Sratute of 23. Her. $8. it being to many of your 


[Petitioners for more then their whole Eltates are worth, and for which hee will have a Tryall againſt ſome of them 
[Within 20, daycs. PA 
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Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray , thar the Bi// brought long ſince by them into this Hemourable 
' , Heaſe maybe _ read and committed, and that ſuch courſe may be taken by the great wiſedome and fa- 
| vour of this Honourable Howſe, that as your Petitioners may for the future be preſerved from thelike miſera- 


blegrievances and troubles; ſo for the preſent they with their Families and thouſands more that depend upon 
them may be delivered from utter deſtruQion, 


And they ( as in all dutic and conſcience bownd ) ſballever 


yr ay for the proſperous ſueeeſſe of your nuwearied in- 
deavers, &'e. 
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